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A Horse Owner's Guide to Colic Surgery Recovery

What To Expect After the Unexpected Strikes

Every owner dreads having to decide whether or not to send their horse onto
the surgical table for colic surgery. For a fully-informed decision, it is important
that the horse’s owner or caretaker understand what to expect throughout the
recovery process.

Palm Beach Equine Clinic (PBEC) veterinarian Weston Davis, DVM, DACVS,
assisted by Sidney Chanutin, DVM, have an impressive success rate when it
comes to colic surgeries, and the team is diligent about counseling patients’
owners on how to care for their horse post-colic surgery. 
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“After we determine that the patient is a strong surgical candidate, the first
portion of the surgery is exploratory so we can accurately define the severity of
the case,” explained Dr. Davis. “That moment is when we decide if the
conditions are positive enough for us to proceed with surgery. It’s always my
goal to not make a horse suffer through undue hardship if they have a poor
prognosis.” 

Once Dr. Davis gives the green light for surgical repair, the surgery is
performed, and recovery begins immediately. 

“The time period for the patient waking up in the recovery room to them
standing should ideally be about 30 minutes,” continued Dr. Davis. “At PBEC,
we do our best to contribute to this swift return by using a consistent
anesthesia technique. Our team controls the anesthesia as lightly as we can
and constantly monitors blood pressure. We administer antibiotic, anti-
inflammatory, anti-endotoxic drugs, and plasma to help combat the toxins that
the horse releases during colic. Our intention in the operating room is to make
sure colic surgeries are completed successfully, but also in the most time-
efficient manner.”
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Colic surgery recovery often depends on the type and severity of the colic. At
the most basic level, colic cases can be divided into two types – large intestine
colic and small intestine colic – that influence the recovery procedures and
outlook. 

Large intestinal colic or impaction colic is characterized by the intestine folding
upon itself with several changes of direction (flexures) and diameter changes.
These flexures and diameter shifts can be sites for impactions, where a firm
mass of feed or foreign material blocks the intestine. Impactions can be
caused by coarse feeds, dehydration, or an accumulation of foreign materials
such as sand.

Small intestinal colic or displacement colic can result from gas or fluid
distension that results in the intestines being buoyant and subject to movement
within the gut, an obstruction of the small intestine, or twisting of the gut. In
general, small intestinal colics can be more difficult than large intestinal colics
when it comes to recovery from surgery. 

Continue Reading on Horse Network

Breed Your Next Top Horse: Equine Reproductive
Specialist Dr. Justin McNaughten of Hagyard Equine
Medical Institute Discusses New Advancements and

Options in Breeding at Palm Beach Equine Clinic

PBEC will once again be a part of the PBIEC Educational Series, presented by
Adequan®. During this virtual educational webinar, Dr. Justin McNaughton will
discuss equine reproduction. The webinar will take place during Winter
Equestrian Festival (WEF) 10 on Thursday, March 17, 2022, at 6 p.m. E.T. Pre-
registration is required. Mark your calendar today!

Register Here

Congratulations to WEF 8 Champion, Callie Seaman

Callie Seaman and Silver Lining earned the top prize during WEF 9 in the Amateur-Owner
3'6" 18- 35 division, sponsored by Palm Beach Equine Clinic. Photo by Sportfot

Callie Seaman and her own Silver Lining received top honors in the Amateur-
Owner Hunter 3'6" 18-35 division, sponsored by Palm Beach Equine Clinic,
during the Winter Equestrian Festival (WEF) in Wellington, FL. The pair earned
three firsts and two second-place ribbons in the division to claim the
championship.

View Division Results

Palm Beach Equine Clinic Works With AcutePlus

AcutePlus is a veterinary Wellness Membership Plan offered through Palm
Beach Equine Clinic. The program is designed to give veterinarian practices a
way to create a customized annual plan that they can offer directly to their
clients and patients. AcutePlus provides veterinary discounts, equine
protection, and equine loss protection.

Register Here

ABOUT THE CLINIC

CLINIC SERVICES

MEET THE VETERINARIANS

CONTACT PALM BEACH EQUINE CLINIC

Tweet Share this Page:    Like 0

https://click.icptrack.com/icp/rclick.php?cid=1566254&mid=186006&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fequineclinic.com%2F&cfid=4850&vh=8706283c52d48d2438a4c857ed09a2eb4712de9a07d35725803644b2ba091a41
https://click.icptrack.com/icp/rclick.php?cid=1566254&mid=186006&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2FPalmBeachEquineClinic%2F&cfid=4850&vh=c806d52d5202250ad3d0630f5e2d895e72d9034e24aaf8ebe48743db931cd10c
https://click.icptrack.com/icp/rclick.php?cid=1566254&mid=186006&destination=https%3A%2F%2Ftwitter.com%2Fpalmbeachequine%3Flang%3Den&cfid=4850&vh=a632d6b28f8561698c2bad08f17daa5e568f94e999d95be80a67435817153a8f
https://click.icptrack.com/icp/rclick.php?cid=1566254&mid=186006&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.instagram.com%2Fpbequineclinic%2F&cfid=4850&vh=b5cffcb5ad3280e9d3f9a81e771dffbfcd0c24f22b9f9e8cc13cde11933f69af
mailto:frontdesk@equineclinic.com
https://click.icptrack.com/icp/rclick.php?cid=1566254&mid=186006&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fequineclinic.com%2F&cfid=4850&vh=bf3f8fed0e11135ab3a9475f6d0fb98b44612374ce745819f11e6b1226ac7a9f
https://click.icptrack.com/icp/rclick.php?cid=1566254&mid=186006&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fequineclinic.com%2Fweston-davis-dvm-dacvs%2F&cfid=4850&vh=6dbc1bbd53f97df0bd858d2b18a653e0ed89f13ae182bcc06578416f27a9162d
https://click.icptrack.com/icp/rclick.php?cid=1566254&mid=186006&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fequineclinic.com%2Fsidney-chanutin%2F&cfid=4850&vh=7e480e4dbec6e5fb39e78f90f5797f215a184277594c6da156a75e52f5892c8c
https://click.icptrack.com/icp/rclick.php?cid=1566254&mid=186006&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fhorsenetwork.com%2F2022%2F03%2Fa-horse-owners-guide-to-colic-surgery-recovery%2F&cfid=4850&vh=80e1055acde0463f3bbc1ba3ce3b94f9d67920391789caf921888396451d3287
https://click.icptrack.com/icp/rclick.php?cid=1566254&mid=186006&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fhorsenetwork.com%2F2022%2F03%2Fa-horse-owners-guide-to-colic-surgery-recovery%2F&cfid=4850&vh=80e1055acde0463f3bbc1ba3ce3b94f9d67920391789caf921888396451d3287
https://click.icptrack.com/icp/rclick.php?cid=1566254&mid=186006&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fhorsenetwork.com%2F2022%2F03%2Fa-horse-owners-guide-to-colic-surgery-recovery%2F&cfid=4850&vh=80e1055acde0463f3bbc1ba3ce3b94f9d67920391789caf921888396451d3287
https://click.icptrack.com/icp/rclick.php?cid=1566254&mid=186006&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fequineclinic.com%2F&cfid=4850&vh=8706283c52d48d2438a4c857ed09a2eb4712de9a07d35725803644b2ba091a41
https://click.icptrack.com/icp/rclick.php?cid=1566254&mid=186006&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fhorsenetwork.com%2F2022%2F03%2Fa-horse-owners-guide-to-colic-surgery-recovery%2F&cfid=4850&vh=80e1055acde0463f3bbc1ba3ce3b94f9d67920391789caf921888396451d3287
https://click.icptrack.com/icp/rclick.php?cid=1566254&mid=186006&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fus06web.zoom.us%2Fwebinar%2Fregister%2FWN_2nphgO42RbKqOTzSktkN9Q&cfid=4850&vh=6b64cf01c3f7e5307c4958cf1729541f0a1f71493fee16a19eea7ccc59c7f6f4
https://click.icptrack.com/icp/rclick.php?cid=1566254&mid=186006&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fus06web.zoom.us%2Fwebinar%2Fregister%2FWN_2nphgO42RbKqOTzSktkN9Q&cfid=4850&vh=6b64cf01c3f7e5307c4958cf1729541f0a1f71493fee16a19eea7ccc59c7f6f4
https://click.icptrack.com/icp/rclick.php?cid=1566254&mid=186006&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fpbiec.coth.com%2Fresults%2FDetail%2Fid%2F64157%2Fch%2F1&cfid=4850&vh=5153a497fc53e2d51f1f1c33de2f02f3c61592be2361c319cc1cb6dcb9bb274c
https://click.icptrack.com/icp/rclick.php?cid=1566254&mid=186006&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.sportfot.com%2F&cfid=4850&vh=27b99789909c338b1bd7423797316e6c7475b96346355cb8b76eb46d02dcc805
https://click.icptrack.com/icp/rclick.php?cid=1566254&mid=186006&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fpbiec.coth.com%2Fresults%2FDetail%2Fid%2F64157%2Fch%2F1&cfid=4850&vh=5153a497fc53e2d51f1f1c33de2f02f3c61592be2361c319cc1cb6dcb9bb274c
https://click.icptrack.com/icp/rclick.php?cid=1566254&mid=186006&destination=https%3A%2F%2Facuteplus.com%2F&cfid=4850&vh=f6e9bd24e2d3aff1dd343ef1ba717f1a7d56d880524adeeb300d7051b7797097
https://click.icptrack.com/icp/rclick.php?cid=1566254&mid=186006&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fpbec.acuteplus.app%2Fenroll%2F&cfid=4850&vh=2b4869d6a7a5aa9031c62a1221291338a78c18075bdba66f1327506e01769a59
https://click.icptrack.com/icp/rclick.php?cid=1566254&mid=186006&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2FPalmBeachEquineClinic%2F&cfid=4850&vh=c806d52d5202250ad3d0630f5e2d895e72d9034e24aaf8ebe48743db931cd10c
https://click.icptrack.com/icp/rclick.php?cid=1566254&mid=186006&destination=https%3A%2F%2Ftwitter.com%2Fpalmbeachequine%3Flang%3Den&cfid=4850&vh=a632d6b28f8561698c2bad08f17daa5e568f94e999d95be80a67435817153a8f
https://click.icptrack.com/icp/rclick.php?cid=1566254&mid=186006&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.instagram.com%2Fpbequineclinic%2F&cfid=4850&vh=b5cffcb5ad3280e9d3f9a81e771dffbfcd0c24f22b9f9e8cc13cde11933f69af
https://click.icptrack.com/icp/rclick.php?cid=1566254&mid=186006&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fequineclinic.com%2Fmedical-center%2F&cfid=4850&vh=62d3be11955329167e7d9dc626db0e8d51303840283bb88fa97508fb231061fb
https://click.icptrack.com/icp/rclick.php?cid=1566254&mid=186006&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fequineclinic.com%2Fservices%2F&cfid=4850&vh=335f997a8a7b528ce9761a724d712d0147a542127467b56610f5698eb1a5e0a7
https://click.icptrack.com/icp/rclick.php?cid=1566254&mid=186006&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fequineclinic.com%2Four-team%2F&cfid=4850&vh=31af8d183bc25b5762d466b01602d3647c3291d6d29b28f616ed72d5d3e024c7
https://click.icptrack.com/icp/rclick.php?cid=1566254&mid=186006&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fequineclinic.com%2Fcontact%2F&cfid=4850&vh=90eac36d98033cd133b492a691db9ac765b1ecef48da8b0d6f1770165b349a14
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?original_referer=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.icontact-archive.com%2F&ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Ebuttonembed%7Ctwterm%5Eshare%7Ctwgr%5E&text=A%20Horse%20Owner%27s%20Guide%20to%20Colic%20Surgery%20Recovery&url=http%3A%2F%2Ficont.ac%2F4IVbo
https://www.icontact.com/

